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BOOK REVIEW
THE POCKET PRESCRIBER AND GUIDE TO PRESCRIPTION WRITING.
By A. G. Cruikshank, F.R.C.P.Ed. Eighteenth Edition. (Pp. vii+303. 10s).
Edingurgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1969.
OLD and small and quaint. The eighteenth edition of this book first published in 1882, is
7X10O.6X1.4 cm. in size and weighs 90 G. It fits the smallest pocket in my waistcoat. Doses
are all metric. Prescriptions and remedies are listed rather arbitarily under disease headings -
both sciatica and scurvey come under "General and Metabilic Diseases" - and I found it
difficult to find what I wanted because drugs are nol listed in the index.
There is a section on "Some Modern Remedies" which includes some proprietory prepar-
ations which would be better omitted and there is another section rather quaintly entitled
"Selected National Formulae": I had hoped this would contain the medical equivalent of
Mrs. Beeton's Scottish haggis and Italian risotto; it contains a selection of monographs from
the British National formulary. I think the British National Formulary is better value and
easier to use than the little book. But I like he first two pages on "Some Points of Practicei"
and I hope the little fellow makes his centenary. O.L.W.
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